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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING METHOD AND ITS UNIT

(57)Abstract:

PURPOSE: To provide the image processing method and

its unit in which coding efficiency is not deteriorated

even when part of an original includes colors.

CONSTITUTION: Image data block read by an image

scanner 101 in the unit of a prescribed amount is

subject to various image processing and the result is oo e
stored in a block buffer 122 as 4-bit RGBK image data. - )

On the other hand, the block is converted into YIQ "" 8l [5 l‘
image data by a matrix conversion section 107 and a

color/black white level discrimination section 108
discriminates whether an image is a color image or a
black/white image. The block stored in the block buffer
122 is coded by a black white coding section 114 or a
color coding section 115 depending on the result of
discrimination and a header addition section 123 adds a -
header representing the coding method to a head of the
coded data.
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